May 2018, Newsletter
First Christian Church of Santa Fe (Disciples of Christ)
Join Us in Worship every Sunday at 10:30 AM
MISSION STATEMENT: In communion with Christ and with the world, First Christian
Church serves God by building spiritual bridges between people. Inspired by Christ and the
Spirit, we plant seeds of caring in the world, using gifts of music, active service, teaching and
openness. United in Holy Faith, individuals work together to create a unique way of sharing
faith.

SPECIAL OFFERING for JUNE
ST. ELIZABETH SHELTERS
&

PAMELA McCLAIN

Supportive Housing
Programs

Casual Potluck Lunch
Sunday May 27th. After Worship

St. Elizabeth Shelter and Supportive Housing is
dedicated to assisting homeless individuals and
families by providing emergency shelter, food.
case management, and counseling, as well as
supportive housing and referrals to partnering
human service agencies.
Our offering for St. Elizabeth Shelters will be
collected all during the month of June. If you
would like to donate needed supplies along with
or in place of a monetary offering, there are
many needs; laundry detergent, razors, tooth
brushes, nail clippers, socks and toilet paper to
name a few. The full list of items can be found
at http://www.steshelter.org/donate-items.
St. Elizabeth's ultimate goal is not only to shelter the most vulnerable, but to end the cycle of
homelessness altogether. Prayerfully consider a
gift to this important member of the Santa Fe
community

GOODBYE PARTY
For

Pamela’s last Sunday at 1st Christian
Church of Santa Fe will be May 27th.
She has shared her talents with us for
the past two years; all have enjoyed
her beautiful music that has enhanced
our worship services.
Please join us in wishing her well.
Add your name to the signup sheet
on the table in the sanctuary or call Nancy
Scheer (473-9897) about what you will
bring for lunch.

PENTECOST
Celebrated
Sunday May 20th
A Protestant church altar, decorated for
Pentecost with red burning candles and
red banners and altar cloth depicting the
movement of the Holy Spirit

The Christian holiday of Pentecost, which is celebrated on the 50th day after the weekly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:15), commemorates the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem
celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles. Some Christians believe this event represents the birth of the Church.
The liturgical celebrations of Pentecost in Western churches are as rich and varied as those in
the East. The main sign of Pentecost in the West is the color red. It symbolizes joy and the fire
of the Holy Spirit.
Priests or ministers, and choirs wear red vestments, and in modern times, the custom has extended to the lay people of the congregation wearing red clothing in celebration as well. Red
banners are often hung from walls or ceilings to symbolize the blowing of the "mighty wind"
and the free movement of the Spirit.
The celebrations may depict symbols of the Holy Spirit, such as the dove or flames…
Red flowers at the altar/preaching area, and red flowering plants such as geraniums around the
church are also typical decorations for Pentecost masses/services. These symbolize the renewal
of life, the coming of the warmth of summer, and the growth of the church at and from the first
Pentecost.
Excerpted from Wikipedia

I wanted to share a little about the ‘history’ and ‘anthropology’ of this holiday of the Church. In
our own service, many of the elements reflected in this article will be present - red flowers, red
banners hung from the wall, red clothes. We will also hear the sounds of wind and the sounds of
many voices speaking in many languages. It is a dramatic day in church.
Continued on next page

Please consider the
following for your prayers:











For the Poor People’s Campaign and its
events taking place all over the U.S.
For us to learn to better care, respect, and
cooperate with the earth, our common home.
For all who are incarcerated & for their families and friends who are impacted.
For our neighbors living on the streets - especially the women, children, and young adults,
who often go unnoticed in their housing insecurity.
For immigrants & refugees and all who are
seeking a safe place to call home.
For those who are sick, in the hospital, or facing chronic health concerns, and for their
friends and families who care for them.
For all those living in Palestine & Israel
For all students, teachers and other school
personnel at the end of the school year.

Pray also for other churches and
helpful organizations each week:
May 13-19: the Christian Life Center
& Solace Crisis Treatment Center
May 20-26: Unitarian Universalist Church
& Santa Fe Dreamers
May 27-Jun 2: St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
& Feeding Santa Fe
June 3-9: Church of Christ on Galisteo
& St. Elizabeth Shelter
June 10-16: Church of Religious Science
& Public Service Employees,
Military & Care Givers
June 17-23: Friends (Quakers) in Santa Fe
& Tewa Women United

PENTECOST CONTINUED
And even as we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit in amazing ways, we also remember the
humble transformations that happen around us everyday.
After Pentecost we move into the long, green season of “Ordinary Time” - the time of slow
growth and greening. We remember that with great joy we are made alive through God’s grace
- God’s spirit is with us today and every day.
In this season of Pentecost, we pray that we feel the infusion of the Spirit, urging us to vision
and dream, lighting an unquenchable fire for compassion and justice for our own struggles and
for the struggles of our neighbors throughout the world.
-Tiffany

Thanks

to everyone who helped
during the major yard cleanup Sunday
April 29th. An amazing amount of
work was done with the assistance of
folks from the other groups that use
our building.

June 3 Visioning Retreat
Please plan to come for worship and to stay
after for a time of planning and visioning for
the future of FCC. 11:30 am - 3 pm

Service Schedule
Date
Elder

Birthdays
May
5 -- Barbara Pakrasi

June
12 - Neil Curran
15 - June Griffy

May 20
May 27
June 3
June 10
June 17
June 24

Nancy Scheer
Bob Cady
no elder
Ed Bethel
Nancy Scheer
Ed Bethel

Deacon
Craig Borner
Neil Curran
Anita Hett
Craig Borner
Neil Curran
Anita Hett

If a Deacon or Elder needs a substitute,
please call the church at 983-3433.

CONTACTING the PASTOR:
Church Phone: 505-983-3433 (checked daily, Sunday
-Thursday)
Email:
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
(checked daily, Sunday-Thursday)
Drop-In office hours: Feel free to drop by Wednesday and Thursday, 2-4 pm.

Poor People’s Campaign
On Monday, May 14, people of faith and conscience from all across New Mexico gathered at First
Christian Church to prepare for the kickoff of the Poor People’s Campaign season of actions. There
was song, dance, food, prayer, and preparing seeds to be planted at the Roundhouse as a direct action. The themes for Monday were: childhood poverty, early childhood education, and seed
sovereignty.
Monday’s actions right here at First Christian Church were part of a national day of action, which
included Disciples and others in Washington, DC and around the country. Below is an excerpt from
an email from Disciples Justice Action Network:
“On Monday, Disciples GMP Terri Hord Owens participated in the Poor People’s Campaign: A
National Call for Moral Revival, which took place in Washington, DC, and 30 states around the
nation. She was both a speaker at the DC rally and a one of hundreds of participants in nonviolent
direct action, for which she and many others were arrested—including Mark Anderson from the National Benevolent Association and Serene Jones from Union Theological Seminary in New York.”

Disciples General Minister and President,
Terri Hord Owens at Monday’s action

The rest of the actions in New Mexico will include the following:
May 14 in Santa Fe: Child Poverty, Early Childhood Education, Seed Sovereignty
"Somebody’s hurting our Children and its gone on far too long…and we won't be silent anymore”
th

May 21 in ABQ: Systemic Racism, Mass Incarceration, Voting Rights
st

May 28 - Militarism, Led by Veterans For Peace
th

June 4 : Health and Ecological Devastation, Extraction Industries, Climate Change and Health Care
th

June 11 : Living Wages, Housing, Social Services, the Disabled Everybody’s Got a Right to Live.
th

June 18 in Las Cruces: Immigration, Refugees, & the Border. A New Force Challenging Our Nation’s Distorted Moral Narrative
th

If you have any questions, contact former FCC minister, Rev. Holly Beaumont, at:
habeaumont@aol.com

Save the date:
May 21, 28, June 4, 1, 18: Various Poor People’s Campaign NM events
May 27:

Potluck lunch after worship—say goodbye to Pamela McClain

May 29-31: Tiffany at Disciples Peace Fellowship Board Meeting in Indianapolis
June 3:

Visioning Retreat for the future of FCC, 11:30 am - 3 pm

June 7:

Community Table, 5:30-7 pm - Mario Reynolds will be sharing about his music

June 9:

Santa Fe Reiki Collective in Fellowship Hall, 12-3 pm Reiki offered for sliding
scale donation

June 17:

Youth Group from Tulsa, Ok. Spending the night at FCC

June 28-July 5: Tiffany & Desiree on vacation
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