October 2017, Newsletter
First Christian Church of Santa Fe (Disciples of Christ)
Join Us in Worship every Sunday at 10:30 AM
MISSION STATEMENT: In communion with Christ and with the world, First Christian
Church serves God by building spiritual bridges between people. Inspired by Christ and the
Spirit, we plant seeds of caring in the world, using gifts of music, active service, teaching and
openness. United in Holy Faith, individuals work together to create a unique way of sharing
faith.

THANKSGIVING
SPECIAL OFFERING
to support
DISCIPLES of CHRIST
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
From the very beginnings of the movement, Disciples have founded institutions of higher learning, encouraging students in their intellectual
pursuits. The Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) is still committed to higher education.
Currently, over 50,000 students attend our fourteen Disciples related colleges and universities
or seven seminaries and divinity houses. And in
the past twelve months, over 12,000 students
have graduated from these fine schools.
Your gift to the Thanksgiving offering will help
support the work of our institutions of higher
learning in many ways: financially supporting
Disciples related schools, providing undergraduate scholarships and providing scholarships and
support for those pursuing theological education.

Birthdays
November
5 – Jeff Hett
23 – Tiffany Curtis
30 – John Archie

Halloween Potluck Lunch &
Congregational
Business Meeting
October 29th
after worship
Please join us for lunch even if you are
unable to stay for the meeting. No need
for a costume but what type of “scary”
food can you bring? Enjoy
the fun and fellowship.

CONTACTING the PASTOR:
Church Phone: 505-9833433 (checked daily, SundayThursday)
Email:
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
(checked daily, Sunday-Thursday)
Drop-In office hours: Feel free to drop
by Wednesday and Thursday, 2-4 pm.

From the Pastor
These past months have put the power of nature out of balance on full display for all the world to see. Floods in South
Asia. Hurricanes in the Caribbean and the Gulf Coast. Fires
in California and Oregon. Climate events part of the normal
flow of the planet, but stronger and bigger and more powerful than ever.
We have all seen the images of people struggling through waters in flooded India and Pakistan,
of Puerto Ricans crying for help in a stark landscape that was once a lush green island. These
are our sisters and brothers, and yet we allow the greed of a few powerful people to harm the
lives of the rest of the world.
So many of us refuse to recognize that the resources we pull from the earth with abandon are
destabilizing our planet, are upsetting the natural balance of Creation.
Today we know how much we need the message of St. Francis, the patron saint of Santa Fe.
Our life on this planet and the life of our fellow creatures is in peril due to greed, overconsumption, and exploitation.
We may not be quite like Francis, willing to dive into a life of voluntary poverty, but we must
all make choices and decisions to do our part to: “live simply so that others may simply live.”
Some of this is practical. It involves choices we make in the world, in our daily life.
But living simply also goes beyond the practical into the spirituality that underlies our choices.
Simple living flows naturally out of an attunement of our hearts to a deeper realization of the
infinite holiness of the simplest of things.
Francis believed that God had shown him that the whole world—not just a single building—
was our church. Francis taught his followers that to live a holy life was to live a simple life, in
the midst of ordinary people, in ordinary towns and cities. Not in monasteries tucked away in
the mountains or in cathedrals soaring to the heavens.
This commitment to living simply, this spiritual recognition of the holiness of the simplest
things of life, points to the reality that all we need is right here and right now—in this world.
The solutions are simple. Reuse things. Not get caught up in a cycle of
consumption. Grow our own food or support our farmer neighbors.
And even more than all that, the transition of our economy to run on
renewable energy - wind and solar power.
In the last few years, we have made so much progress on renewable

Please consider the
following for your prayers:











For all those affected by violence of all kinds
throughout the world.
For all impacted natural disasters throughout
the world.
For us to learn to better care, respect, and
cooperate with the earth, our common home.
For all who are incarcerated & for their families and friends who are impacted.
For our neighbors living on the streets - especially the women, children, and young adults,
who often go unnoticed in their housing insecurity.
For immigrants & refugees and all who are
seeking a safe place to call home.
For those who are sick, in the hospital, or facing chronic health concerns, and for their
friends and families who care for them.
For our new General Minister & President,
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, and for all who lead
the Disciples movement locally and nationally.

Pray also for other churches and
helpful organizations each week:
Oct. 22-28: Church of God of Santa Fe
& Habitat for Humanity in Santa Fe
Oct. 29-Nov. 4: Calvary Baptist Church
& Cancer Center Foundation
Nov. 5-11: Christian Scientists of Santa Fe
& Adelante Program for Homeless
Children & Youth in the Santa Fe
Public Schools
Nov. 12-18: Episcopal Church of Holy Faith
& Solace Crisis Treatment Center
Nov. 19-25: Latter Day Saints in Santa Fe
& Feeding Santa Fe

Service Schedule
Date
Elder
Oct. 22
Oct. 29
Nov. 5
Nov. 12
Nov. 19

no elder
Nancy Scheer
Bob Cady
Ed Bethel
Nancy Scheer

Deacon
Craig Borner
Anita Hett
Neil Curran
Craig Borner
Anita Hett

If a Deacon or Elder needs a substitute,
please call the church at 983-3433.

From the Pastor continued
energy technology that it now makes more economic sense to switch over to 100% renewable
energy, even if oil, coal, and gas weren’t damaging the Earth and hurting our neighbors.
For any of us who pay a power bill, including this church, solar energy is the common-sense
path forward to live simply so that others might simply live, and to do so in a way that responsibly stewards our financial resources, as well.
At this month’s church business meeting, we will continue our conversations about the possibilities for solar power for this church, and I ask that you keep us in your prayers as we discern
a path forward with our hearts, minds, and spirits.
Tiffany

Save the date:
Oct. 28-31: Concrete walkway work
Oct. 29: Potluck lunch and business meeting after worship
Nov. 2: Community Table, 5:30-7:00 pm
Nov. 3: Vipassana Sangha move-in
Nov. 4: Quaker Immigration workshop, 8:00 am—5:00 pm
Nov. 7: Vipassana Sangha meditation & blessing the space at FCC, 6:15-7:15 pm
Nov. 11: Vipassana Sangha daylong meditation retreat, 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Every Day; Any Time: visit our church web site at:
http://santafedisciples.org
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