July 2017, Newsletter
First Christian Church of Santa Fe (Disciples of Christ)
Join Us in Worship every Sunday at 10:30 AM
MISSION STATEMENT: In communion with Christ and with the world, First Christian
Church serves God by building spiritual bridges between people. Inspired by Christ and the
Spirit, we plant seeds of caring in the world, using gifts of music, active service, teaching and
openness. United in Holy Faith, individuals work together to create a unique way of sharing
faith.

JULY 2017
SPECIAL
OFFERING
St. Elizabeth
Shelters
St. Elizabeth Shelters are there to help those
in need of housing get back on their feet.
Many situations cause individuals and families to lose their homes; unforeseen and expensive illnesses, being in recovery from alcohol and/or substance abuse, loss of employment or eviction from an apartment to
name just a few.
St. Elizabeth Shelters receive funds from city,
state and federal governments but these
cover less than 30% of their $1.5 million annual operating budget. The difference is
made up by contributions from folks like us
and other faith communities along with local
foundations, businesses and organizations.
St. Elizabeth’s programs successfully moved
66% of their residents into regular housing
last year. Our support definitely makes a difference! Prayerfully consider a gift to St.
Elizabeth Shelters during the month of July.

Congregational Business
Meeting
August 6th
After worship

COMMUNITY TABLE LAUNCH
AUGUST 3, 2017
5:30 pm
ST
1 Christian Church
of Santa Fe

This event in the courtyard at
1 Christian will launch the new
ministry of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Santa Fe, NM.
st

All are welcome!
5:30 pm—Gathering
6:00 pm—Dinner
Bring a dish to share & please RSVP to
Rev. Tiffany if you are interested.
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
Anita Hett, Co-Moderator
of First Christian Church of Santa Fe
has agreed to be the liaison between
Community Table and First Christian as
the two groups move forward.

From the Pastor
I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be
one.”
These words of Jesus, along with the words to the hymn
“They will know we are Christians” were the themes
around which our 2017 General Assembly was woven.
Powerful preachers preached on these words each night in worship and throughout
various breakfasts and lunches and events. Unity - this central theme of the Disciples
movement, was a hot topic - deeply examined for what it means in our time and our
place - for our movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
Barton Stone, one of the original founders of the Restoration Movement that created
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) famously expressed his conviction that
Christians must destroy "sectarian props, creeds, and names" - and instead promote
love, peace, and unity among all Christians. His famous quote amongst Disciples is:
“Let the unity of Christians be our Polar Star.”
So how appropriate that we Disciples of Christ look at unity and ask some fundamental
questions about what we really mean when we hold those principles close to our
hearts.
Some preachers asked hard questions about what the limits are for our commitment to
unity? Who is actually in and who is out? Others questioned the concept of unity on a
fundamental level - pointing out that unity can be used for good or bad - and that
when we play it safe with unity, assuming an easy unity, we usually end up using unity
for bad - like in the exclusion from the church of people of so many races and ethnicities, of women, and of LGBTQ people throughout history.
Ultimately, I walked away with one clear idea in my head and heart: unity is about
what we do together - not about what we believe or how we identify - but in what
we do. They will know we are Christians by our Love.

Blessings,
Reverend Tiffany Curtis

Tiffany and Desiree will be
on vacation August 19-26.

CONTACTING the PASTOR:

Please remember
in prayer:









For all impacted by violence in our local communities & throughout the world.
For us to learn to better care, respect, and
cooperate with the earth, our common home.
For all who are incarcerated & for their families and friends who are impacted.
For our neighbors living on the streets - especially the women, children, and young adults,
who often go unnoticed in their housing insecurity.
For immigrants & refugees and all who are
seeking a safe place to call home.
For those who are sick, in the hospital, or facing chronic health concerns, and for their
friends and families who care for them.
For our new General Minister & President,
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, and for all who lead
the Disciples movement locally and nationally.

Pray also for other churches and helpful
organizations each week:
July 16-22: Apostolic Church of Antioch
& Tres Rios Area Christian Church
July 23-29: Santa Fe Christian Fellowship
& Esparanza Shelter
July 30-Aug. 5: the Community Table
& SW Region of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
Aug. 6-12: Lutheran Church of the
Servant
& Habitat for Humanity in Santa Fe
Aug. 13-19 Pojoaque Bible Church
& Adelante Program for Homeless Children
& Youth in the Santa Fe Public Schools
Aug. 20-26: St. Elias the Prophet Greek Orthodox
Church
& the Cancer Center Foundation

Church Phone: 505-983-3433 (checked
daily, Sunday-Thursday)
Email:
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
(checked daily, Sunday-Thursday)
Change to office hours: Due to many
meetings being scheduled on Thursday
mornings, Rev. Tiffany is changing her
drop-in office hours to
Wednesday and Thursday 2
-4 pm. Feel free to drop by
during those hours. Or contact her to schedule an appointment for another time.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
August
3 – Janis Redding
9 – John Archie & Judy Duval
13 – Anita & Jeff Hett
15 – Jerre Fox
15 – Jesse Hett

Service Schedule
Date
Elder
Jul. 23 Nancy Scheer
Jul. 30 Ed Bethel
Aug. 6 Nancy Scheer
Aug. 13 Ed Bethel
Aug. 20 Bob Cady

Deacon
Anita Hett
Neil Curran
Craig Borner
Anita Hett
Neil Curran

If a Deacon or Elder needs a substitute,
please call the church at 983-3433.

Assist Your Church Family by
Serving on a Committee !
Buildings & Grounds oversees and cares for our
church property, which includes our main church
buildings, the parsonage, and our landscaping. To
this end, B&G handles larger repairs, finds shovelers
for the sidewalks, and generally keeps up with maintenance & grounds issues. (2-3 people)
Personnel Committee helps support with hiring
and evaluating staff, as well as managing employee
benefits & concerns, if they arise. All PC meetings
are closed and confidential. (2-3 people)
Finance guides the congregation in making financial decisions such as our annual spending in the
budget, investment to do major construction or remodeling on the church building, and fundraising to
support our Christian mission. Members of the Finance Committee work as a team, with each member taking on various financial management tasks.
The Committee prepares the annual budget in consultation with the Pastors, other lay leaders, and
church members, to present to the Congregation at
Annual Meeting. (2-3 people)
Fellowship Chair handles all things coffee hour/
hospitality, including organizing people in bringing
treats, in cleaning up after, and tracking supplies.
The Chair also helps purchase (or obtain through
donations) food and supplies for special events. (1
person)
Mission & Justice team creates social justice education and volunteer opportunities for FCC and supports social justice movements and direct-service
organizations locally and globally through fundraising. The team makes specific recommendations for
contributions from FCC's annual budget to mission
and justice-oriented organizations, and oversees the
distribution of those contributions. (1-3 people)
Worship gets feedback from the congregation on
music and makes changes to the music and worship
structure based on that feedback. We work to grow
the types of music and worship experiences and the
number of folks involved in worship. (2-4 people)

If you feel called to any of these
committees, contact Anita Hett
or Rev. Tiffany. None of these
will be standing committees with
regular meetings but will meet
when particular issues come up.
Committee proposals wil be
brought to the congregational
meeting to streamline our decision making processes, not create more work.

Anyone may join any of these
committees except finance and
personnel. These two committees must be made up of official
members of the church.

The following is part of an article from Sojourners magazine on-line. You are encouraged to go
to the following link to read the complete article:
https://sojo.net/articles/following-good-news-toward-christian-unity

Following the Good News Toward Christian
Unity
Disciples of Christ Elect First African-American Woman to Lead Denomination
By Robert Wilson-Black 7-13-2017
This week Rev. Teresa Hord Owens was elected General Minister and President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), becoming the first AfricanAmerican woman installed as head of a denomination
(although there have been moderators like Belva
Brown Jordan, leading pastors, and bishops of other
denominations over the decades).
Much can and should be made of the firsts represented
by her election. What's also noteworthy are her words
to a small group in Indianapolis, where the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) General Assembly was
held, of which I was a part: "This is about God's work in the church we all love; the church universal. So I need you to show up. You've been prepared. You have tremendous gifts. Show up for justice. Show up with your local congregations. Be who you know you can be. I cannot do this job
alone. … I need my family to show up and I know you will."

‘You have tremendous gifts. Show up for justice.’
President Hord Owens' ministry student, Danielle Cox, a University of Lynchburg graduate, shared
with me, "She is collaborative, open to sharing beyond the hierarchy of senior minister to student
intern, dedicated to trying out new things and teamwork. I trust she'll bring collaborative leadership,
bringing people together, having a foot in so many realms as a bi-vocational pastor. She has a spirituality grounded in prayer life; you feel connected with the body of Christ when you're with her,
drawn into it."
...
If President Hord Owens serves for two terms, she will be in office as preparations are underway for
the bicentennial of the 1831 merger between Stone and Campbell movements, which became the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Within hours of her election, she was already signaling that
she would focus her attention on the restoration movements' two strong currents: faithful evangelical impulse and unity of all Christians on the basis of a high view of scriptural authority and Jesus
as Lord.

Save the date:
July 29: Santa Fe Vipassana Sangha daylong retreat at FCC
August 3: Community Table launch for the new ministry - 5:30 pm Gathering, 6 pm Dinner
August 6: Congregational Business Meeting after church
August 15: Rev. William Barber's Poor People's Campaign Meeting in Albuquerque
August 19-26: Tiffany and Desiree on vacation
August 20: Rev. Werner guest preaching
September 7: second "Community Table" dinner
September 9 & 16: Alternatives to Violence Project Community Workshop at FCC; please
RSVP to Rev. Tiffany if you are interested. (Rev. Tiffany co-facilitating)
Every Day; Any Time: visit our church web site at: http://santafedisciples.org
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