February 2017, Newsletter
First Christian Church of Santa Fe (Disciples of Christ)
Join Us in Worship every Sunday at 10:30 AM
MISSION STATEMENT: In communion with Christ and with the world, First Christian
Church serves God by building spiritual bridges between people. Inspired by Christ and the
Spirit, we plant seeds of caring in the world, using gifts of music, active service, teaching and
openness. United in Holy Faith, individuals work together to create a unique way of sharing
faith.

FEBRUARY
SPECIAL
OFFERING
Wednesday March 1
We will attend the 12:15
Ash Wednesday service at
United Church of Santa Fe.
Please let Rev. Tiffany know if you plan to
attend, and we will sit together in worship.
For those who have time, we will reflect on
the experience together after the service.
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe is also
having a Celtic Evensong Ash Wednesday
service at 5:30 pm, which you are welcome
to attend if 12:15 pm will not work for your
schedule.

Our prayers for
God’s care and
comfort go out to
Anita and Jeff Hett
and their extended families in the deaths
of both their mothers, June Hett and
Linda Dixon.

Week of Compassion
The New Testament refers to followers of
Jesus, not as Christians, but as family—
brothers and sisters. Many churches live
out this name when someone is ill, mourning, or facing crisis. You show up. You are
there for your loved ones in need. Your
sisters and brothers in Christ know they are
not alone because you are with them. This
care goes beyond those close at hand and
our fellow Christians but to anyone in need,
anywhere in the world—these are your
family members. Your tangible gifts declare the same message; “I am here.” By
reaching out to those who suffer, you let
them know that they are not forgotten.
In the midst of suffering, where is God?
God is here. Where are you? When you
give to the Week of Compassion, you are
here. We hope you will prayerfully consider a gift this February or at any time a
disaster strikes.

From the Pastor
As we transition from Epiphany into Lent,
we begin the time of turning inward, slowing down, and reflecting on how we might
recommit ourselves to a deeper practice of
our faith. This year, the season of Lent begins March 1 with Ash Wednesday. There
are five Sundays in Lent, followed by Holy
Week, when we enact and commemorate
the final week of the life of Jesus.
During the 40 days of Lent, we remember the 40 days that Jesus was in the wilderness, reflecting, being, sensing God’s presence with him. In the spirit of this,
the new worship committee met and decided to focus on a different sense during each Sunday of Lent. By intentionally tapping into our five senses in creative
ways (touch, taste, sight, smell, sound), we hope we will discover new ways to
feel God’s presence in our daily lives. Ralph Waldo Emerson said: “That which we
persist in doing becomes easier to do, not that the nature of the thing has
changed but that our power to do has increased.” (thank you to Coby Livingstone
for this quote!) This is a wonderful reflection for Lent, as we persist in our practices of faith, becoming more powerful witnesses and partners in God’s creative,
transforming, loving work in the world. Join us as we practice the presence of
Christ this Lent, through meaningful words, creative worship, and works of justice and mercy in our community.
Blessings,

Rev. Tiffany Curtis

Birthdays & Anniversaries
February:
14: Catherine & Craig
Borner
March:
21 Stephen Baca

Service Schedule
Date
Elder
Feb. 19 Bob Cady
Feb. 26 Nancy Scheer
Mar. 5 Nancy Scheer
Mar. 12 Ed Bethel
Mar. 19 Bob Cady

Deacon
Craig Borner
Anita Hett
Neil Curran
Craig Borner
Anita Hett

If a Deacon or Elder needs a substitute,
please call the church at 983-3433.

HOSTING
HOMELESS
YOUNG ADULTS
We will be hosting young adults experiencing homelessness in our church for
the week of March 20—27. There will
be more information forthcoming.
YouthWorks and Adelante are helping to support young adults who are experiencing
homelessness and need a place to spend the
night while efforts are being finalized to
house these young people on a more permanent basis.
Many youth from age 18-24, who can't go to
other shelters because they either are not
appropriate for them (adult shelters serving
more chronically homeless older adults) or
they aged out (Youth Shelter goes through
age 17) We hope this is the only season we'll
need to do this. However, this winter is already here and we have this chance to actually make a difference in the lives of
many youth who need shelter and instead are
either outside or are in other dangerous
situations.

2017 General Assembly
July 8-12, 2017

In a little less than 5 months, Disciples from
across the United States and Canada will be
gathering in Indianapolis as ONE. In Jesus’
priestly prayer from John 17, he prayed, “20 My
prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for
those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one.” (NIV)
The General Assembly is a gathering that reminds us that the Church is more than our congregation or our area. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) includes many kinds of people and many points of view, but at our best, we
are essentially and intentionally ONE in our belief in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.
First Christian Church of Santa Fe may send two
voting delegates and everyone is invited to attend.

FAITHFUL GIVING!
A Word from the Office of the General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
We received a wonderful letter this week from the Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins:
“To echo the words of Paul to the Philippians, we thank God when we think of you and your
faithful support of the Church. Your congregation is one of the top 100 in per capita giving
to Disciples mission Fund efforts through baseline giving to Disciples Mission Fund, your
support to the Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas offerings, as well as local mission”
Wow! Thank you for being such faithful stewards to the work of our church in the world. Thank
you for your loving support of the church!

CONTACTING the PASTOR:
Church Phone: 505-9833433 (checked daily, SundayThursday)

Please remember
in prayer:


Email:
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
(checked daily, Sunday-Thursday)




Drop-in office hours: Thursdays 9 am12 pm or call/email to make an appointment anytime






We pray for our neighbors in
Northern New Mexico and beyond
struggling with opiate addiction and substance dependency of any form.
We pray for the participants in the AA group
that meets at the church each week. May
they feel strength and resolve in their commitment to ongoing recovery.
We pray for immigrants & refugees to find
safe haven, to experience God’s protection
and for us to show them God’s compassion.
We pray for our neighbors who are hungry,
sad, cold, or lonely this season.
We pray for those who serve our community: our teachers, medical professionals,
police officers, emergency responders, and
military personnel.
We pray for all of God’s creatures; that they
may have sufficient food & good quality
care.

Pray also for other churches and helpful
organizations each week:

CONGRATULATIONS!
Werner Helmut Tillinger will be ordained to Christian Ministry on Saturday March 4, 2017, 4 pm at First
Christian Church Pomona (Disciples
of Christ), Pomona, California–
Werner invites your presence and
your prayers!

Feb. 19-25: St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish
& Habitat for Humanity in Santa Fe
Feb. 26-Mar. 4: Moslems in the Santa Fe Area
& the Cancer Center Foundation
Mar. 5-11: St. John United Methodist Church
& Adelante Program for Homeless Children & Youth in the Public Schools
Mar. 12-18: St. Dimitri Orthodox Church
& Solace Crisis Treatment Center
Mar. 19-25: The Light at Mission Viejo
& the Pastoral Counseling Center

CREATION CARE
We have been invited to sign the
New Mexico Interfaith Power and
Light Creation Care Stewardship
Pledge and become Covenant Partners with their organization. More information soon-we will
discuss during an upcoming worship service – in the meantime, read more here:
http://www.nm-ipl.org/mission/

A Valentine’s Day Blessing
May you experience love in surprising ways this day.
May you remember with love those who are no longer here.
May you love yourself.
May you protect those who experience discrimination, exclusion, fear.
May you join with us in service of a vision of inclusion, equality,
and justice.
May love abound!
-from WATER – Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual

CALENDAR of EVENTS
February 19, 10:30 am Werner Tillinger, guest preacher
Two Upcoming Hearings about Santa Fe’s Sanctuary Designation, hosted by Somos Un
Pueblo Unido:
Public Safety Committee on Tuesday, February 21st at 4:00 p.m.
Santa Fe City Council on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m.
More information: http://www.somosunpueblounido.org/
February 25, CPR and First Aid Training at First Christian Church of Santa Fe 9-5. More information: azul@azullaluz.com
February 27, Deaf Blind Awareness Day at the Capitol. Church member Coby Livingstone will
be hosting advocates for at First Christian Church of Santa Fe from 9-1.
Wednesday March 1, 12:15 Ash Wednesday service at United Church of Santa Fe
Saturday March 4, 2017, 4 pm the Ordination to Christian Ministry of Werner Helmut Tillinger at First Christian Church Pomona: Pomona, California– Werner invites your presence and your prayers!
Tuesday March 7, 2017 8 am-2:30 pm 23rd Spring Colloquium: Mystics and Prophets: Ancient Light for Today’s World (presented by the New Mexico Interfaith Dialogue) Tickets $40 at University of New Mexico Continuing Education Center

Save the date:
Every Day:
Any Time: visit our church web site at: http://santafedisciples.org
Saturday April 1, 2017 6-8 pm We are invited to the New Mexico Conference of Churches Benefit
“Circo for the Community”: Reception, Dinner, Jazz to benefit Migrant Services of Catholic Charities,
New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence, New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light, Interfaith Hunger Coalition and Mujeres en Accion. The event will be at Albuquerque First Presbyterian Church 215 Locust St
NE, 87102 and tickets are $35 each
Wednesday April 5, 2017 We will host a presentation by The New Mexico Crisis and Access Line/Peer
-to-Peer Warmline, oriented towards the faith community to help us learn more about the services they
offer and how to refer someone in crisis to a safe and supportive trained counselor. 6 pm at First
Christian Church of Santa Fe. The event is free of charge.
Tuesday April 18, 2017 We will team up with the Santa Fe Friends Meeting to cook dinner at Pete’s
Place, the Interfaith Community Shelter http://www.interfaithsheltersf.org/
More information coming soon
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