
April 2017, Newsletter
First Christian Church of Santa Fe (Disciples of Christ)

Join Us in Worship every Sunday at 10:30 AM

MISSION STATEMENT: In communion with Christ and with the world, First Christian
Church serves God by building spiritual bridges between people. Inspired by Christ and the
Spirit, we plant seeds of caring in the world, using gifts of music, active service, teaching and
openness. United in Holy Faith, individuals work together to create a unique way of sharing
faith.

¡YouthWorks! is a nonprofit, community-
based organization that creates opportuni-
ties for “disconnected” youth to become
engaged and valued members of their
communities. Our special May offering
will go to this group and its fundraising
effort to find a permanent shelter for the
homeless youth from age 18-24, who can
not go to other shelters because they either
are not appropriate for them (adult shelters
serving more chronically homeless older
adults) or they aged out (Youth Shelter
goes through age 17). This is a follow-up
action for our community after hosting a
group of YouthWorks young adults for a
week in March. Prayerfully consider a
contribution to this special effort to assist
the youth of our community.

SPECIAL MAY

OFFERING

IMMIGRATION 101IMMIGRATION 101
Training for FaithTraining for Faith

CommunitiesCommunities

Our pastor is building a network of
people of faith around immigration
issues. The first public action of the
newly formed Faith Network for Immigrant
Justice is to organize “Immigration 101: A
Faithful Toolkit for Understanding Immigra-
tion.” Please join us as we explore the
history, context, policy, and current and
ongoing crises. Join immigration experts
from the New Mexico Immigrant Law
Center, Santa Fe Dreamers Project, So-
mos Un Pueblo Unido, and New Mexico
Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice.



Special guest Rev. Katie Hays: “Saving
the Church by Paying
Less Attention to the

People in It”

We are blessed to welcome
Rev. Katie Hayes, successful
evangelist and founder-pastor of
Galileo Christian Church in
Mansfield, Texas. She will
guest preach on May 21 and

stay afterwards for a conversation & potluck with
the congregation about her innovative evangelism
process in Texas, and how that might inform our
process here in Santa Fe. Please join us!!

Rev. Dr. Katie Hays is the founder-pastor and
Lead Evangelist for Galileo Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Mansfield/Kennedale,
Texas. She has an M.Div. from Yale, a DMin.
from Princeton, and 23 years experience in con-
gregational ministry. Her spouse of 26 years,
Lance Pape, teaches preaching at Brite Divinity
School; they've got two teenagers, Lydia and
Jack, who make the world better just by being in
it. You can learn more about Galileo Church at
galileochurch.org, and listen to Katie's sermon
posdcast on iTunes - search for "That's What She
Said."

Birthdays & Anniversaries
April:

14 – Judy Duval
15 La Joya Bonnell
16 Ed Bethel
17 Werner Tillinger

SPECIAL EVENTS DURING MAY

Presentation and Discussion

Our pastor will present about her
process & ideas for our innovative
church project. We will have lots of
time for questions and ideas & it will be
very interactive. Please join us – we
need everyone’s input!

Service Schedule
Date Elder Deacon

Apr. 23 Ed Bethel Craig Borner
Apr. 30 Bob Cady Neil Curran
May 7 Nancy Scheer Anita Hett
May 14 Bob Cady Craig Borner
May 21 Ed Bethel Neil Curran

If a Deacon or Elder needs a substitute,
please call the church at 983-3433.

POTLUCK & CONVERSATION
after worship

MAY 21st

“DOING CHURCH DIFFERENTLY”
After worship

MAY 7th

Sign outside Fallston, MD United

Methodist Church: “God, help me to be

the person my dog thinks I am.”



We had a blessed and meaningful time as a community centering
ourselves during Lent, Holy Week, and then celebrating Easter!

LENT and EASTER 2017

Rev. Tiffany Curtis during our Easter service

Anita & Jeff Hett. Thank you to Anita,
who shared beautiful music from Han-
del’s Messiah during our Easter service!

This holy week, I had the opportunity to participate in diverse spiritual practices as participant
and worship leader. For Maundy Thursday, I participated in First Presbyterian Church’s
“tenebrae service “ – a service of readings, song, and snuffing candles one by one until we de-
parted in darkness and silence.

On Good Friday, Desirée, Leaton, and I all participated in the yearly Chimayo Holy Week
pilgrimage. Leaton walked all the way from Santa Fe to Chimayo, and part of the way back!
Desirée and I only walked about 7 miles, but we felt immersed in the sacred environment of the
pilgrimage. From families wearing matching t-shirts commemorating a loved one, to solo walkers
carrying wooden crosses, to couples praying rosaries, to lowriders, motorcycles, cyclists, and
more, the crowd was very diverse. Some walked along playing guitar, others listened to music
with earbuds, some chatted cheerfully, some prayed silently. The sun was hot, the landscape was
beautiful, and it was a gathering of the people of God in their glorious diversity and devotion.
The act of pilgrimage is an ancient one, and an act of hope in the midst of the sorrows and
brokenness of our lives. To walk, to reflect, to be present to one’s environment is itself a powerful
form of prayer. When do we take so much time to truly be in our environment, to move slowly
enough to notice the changing clouds and the sounds all around us? Having explored our five
senses during Lent, the act of pilgrimage, as embodied practice of the senses was a very fitting
end to Lent.

We returned from the crowds for an intimate contemplative service for Good Friday in our sanc-
tuary, where we prayed, chanted, and read scripture together.

The new life of Easter was palpable in our joyful service on Sunday – singing hallelujahs, with
bright flowers, and looking for signs of the resurrection all around us. As we enter the Easter
season (often called “Eastertide”) we will be exploring what it means to live the resurrection in
our daily lives as a community of faith.

From the Pastor



Please remember
in prayer:

 The people of Syria, Egypt, and
Sudan

 Our local community as we vote on the con-
tested pre-K “sugar” bill

 Neil Curran’s grandson Troy as he faces an-
other surgery

 Anita & Jeff Hett and their extended family
as they continue to grieve the loss of their
mothers, Linda & June

 Our neighbors in Northern New Mexico and
beyond struggling with opiate addiction and
substance dependency of any form

 The participants in the AA group that meets
at the church each week; to feel strength
and resolve in their commitment to ongoing
recovery

 Immigrants & refugees to find safe haven, to
experience God’s protection and for us to
show them God’s compassion

 All of God’s creatures; that they may have
sufficient food & good quality care

 For this beautiful earth we call home—that
we strengthen our commitment to care for
God’s creation in big ways and small

Pray also for other churches and helpful
organizations each week:

Apr. 16-22: Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Parish & St. Elizabeth Shelter

Apr. 23-29: Christian Life Center
& Public Service Employees, Military,
Care Givers

Apr. 30-May 6: Congregation Beit Tikva
& Tres Rios Area

May 7–13: Unitarian Universalist Church
& Esparanza Shelter

May 14-20: St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
& Habitat for Humanity in Santa Fe

Volunteering in our

Community

Thank you to all who game to our game
night with the young adults from Youth-
works and ShelterNow who stayed in the
sanctuary for a week at the end of March.
We had a great time & made some good
connections with the young people.

Thank you also to Ed, Desiree, Nancy, and
Rev. Tiffany, who all helped with the Pete’s
Place interfaith shelter dinner on April 18.
Ed was a trooper, helping folks check their
bags at the shelter, and Desiree and Tiffany
helped cook, serve, and clean along with our
Quaker friends.

CONTACTING the PASTOR:

Church Phone: 505-983-3433 (checked
daily, Sunday-Thursday)

Email:
rev.tiffany.disciples.santafe@gmail.com
(checked daily, Sunday-Thursday)

Drop-in office hours: Thursdays 9 am-
12 pm or call/email to make an appoint-
ment anytime



Our pastor is helping to organize an immersive learning experience in
Navajo lands in Lybrook, NM with New Mexico Interfaith Power & Light.

“The Dine [Navajo] of New Mexico are our neighbors. Although they are
just a few hours away from…Santa Fe…their locale and their life-ways can
sometimes seem out of another country, another time. They are ancient in-
habitants of their place. They are also under attack. Their culture, their
landscape, their air, earth, water and very lives are threatened by extractive industries that devas-
tate much of what they hold dear.

Who will see their situation with clear and compassionate eyes? Who will hear their call for solidar-
ity, kinship and justice?

This two day event organized by NMIPL hopes to bring together a diverse group of New Mexicans
from many geographic locations and faith traditions to experience Navajo land—to kindle relation-
ships, to encourage reflection, to listen to the
Spirit, and to act for justice.”

Environmental Justice Immersion in Navajo Lands

As people of faith, we are called to be good stewards of
resources and respectful of the innate dignity and beauty
of creation. We are beginning a process of increasing the
ways we do this in our church community, including inves-
tigating solar energy potential, using reusable mugs at cof-
fee hour, building a composter, and working towards the
possibility of a community garden at our church. So many
people have put in amazing work on the garden so far this
season, especially Leaton, Desiree, and Nancy. Thank you
to Leaton and Lamar for hauling shipping pallets to build
the composter, and to Leaton, Nancy, and Desiree for lots
of pruning, weeding, raking, and watering work. Leaton is
also working on seed starts for a small vegetable patch for
this year. Huge thanks to all of them for their hard work
and for making the space so beautiful and for caring for the
earth! We will have more meetings and group decisions
about the possibilities we have for creative, sustainable
ways to care for creation. Stay tuned.

Creation CareCreation Care
&&

Garden CareGarden Care
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Every Day:
Any Time: visit our church web site at: http://santafedisciples.org

April 30th: Immigration 101, 2:00-5:00pm, Temple Beth Shalom, 205 E. Barcelona Rd.

May 6th and 7th: Lybrook Immersive Learning Weekend, Lybrook, NM, Navajo Nation

May 7th: Presentation & Discussion concerning the “new congregation” process

May 21: Pot Luck & Conversation, after worship, with Rev. Katie Hayes

June 4th: Congregational Business Meeting after worship

Save the


